Fetal movements registered by the pregnant woman correlated to retrospective estimations of fetal movements from cardiotocographic tracings.
After reviewing 30 cardiotocographic tracings from 15 pregnant women who directly registered fetal movements (FM) on the cardiotocographic (CT) tracings, we have found no correlation between the actual number of FM and the FM found by retrospective estimation from CT tracings. Ours is the first study to show this lack of correlation. On the contrary, we have found that by using the "retrospective" or "indirect" methods, almost 90% of the FM are overlooked. This is a very important loss of information since registration of FM seems to be a good method for surveillance of the fetus at risk. We also discuss our own methods for overcoming these problems.